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Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations � Seventeenth Report �  
�Budget Estimates 2007/08� 

Resumed from 9 April. 
Motion 

Hon GIZ WATSON: I move � 
That the report be noted. 

I will speak briefly to this report. As members are no doubt aware, the Standing Committee on Estimates and 
Financial Operations has developed two particular approaches to looking at budget estimates. One is to conduct 
the annual estimates hearings in the chamber prior to the budget being passed through the Parliament. We have 
also adopted a practice of having further hearings throughout the year with other departments that members from 
this place have indicated that they would like to have appear at a hearing.  

This report deals with budget estimates back in 2007-08, so it highlights that often in this place we deal with 
reports that are probably somewhat cold or a little old, perhaps. Nevertheless, I think it is worth pointing out that 
the conclusion from this report that dealt with the ongoing hearings was that the committee was pleased with 
how the hearings were conducted. This was the third in the series of ongoing estimates hearings that the 
committee conducted, and we were pleased with the quality of the responses provided by the agencies; that is 
stated in the committee�s comments on page 10 of the report. We also noted that only a limited number of non-
committee members attended the hearings. The committee reminds members that it established the ongoing 
hearings to provide members with adequate time and opportunity to question government agencies in detail. The 
committee encourages all members of the Legislative Council to participate to ensure that an effective and 
worthwhile estimates process is conducted.  

In this series of ongoing hearings we had a number of departments called in�Fremantle Port Authority, Western 
Australian Land Authority, Department of Planning and Infrastructure, Department of Health, Department of 
Corrective Services, Department of Culture and the Arts, Department of the Legislative Council, and 
Parliamentary Services Department. The report gives a summary of the questions asked by members of these 
departments.  

I will comment on the direction we are now taking with ongoing hearings. I was pleased to see that, in the non-
sitting period we recently had, the standing committee held a further three days of ongoing hearings, which were 
well attended. No doubt that will be reported in full when the time comes. As the Chair of the Estimates and 
Financial Operations Committee, I am pleased to advise the house that members who were not actually members 
of the standing committee also joined us to take the opportunity to follow up questions with particular 
departments. All members agree that the hearings were constructive and members got a lot out of the opportunity 
to ask questions on the budget. 

With those comments, I encourage members to read this report, if they are interested, and to continue to engage 
in what I think is one of the really important functions of any Parliament; that is, the work of committees that 
look at state finances. Members from all parties are encouraged to participate in those hearings. It is essential 
that public sector expenditure is held to account. I think that that process is working well in our house.  

Question put and passed.  
 


